






Clockwise from above: NPS and WAVES divers collect marine debris in Biscayne National Park; NPS 
diver Dan Brown observes the gun turrets of the USS Arizona in Pearl Harbor National Memorial; 

antibiotic paste separates the last living section of a coral infected with SCTLD from the dead white 
skeleton; The USS Arizona Memorial from the water. 

20S a r a h  V o n  H o e n e  -  F i n a l  R e p o r t 
2 0 2 1



21S a r a h  V o n  H o e n e  -  F i n a l  R e p o r t 
2 0 2 1



The National Park Service as a collective is tasked with stewardship of some of America’s greatest 
treasures -- above water and below. 
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It Takes 
a Village 

Looking back on my intern-
ship, I am in awe of all that 
came out of the experience. 

One of the most amazing parts 
of it was the social network that 
I developed. I’ve never had so 
many people in my corner, rooting 
for me and going out of their way 
to help me and provide me with 
career-building opportunities. 
And I didn’t just make professional 
connections – I made friends. 

I spent the entire summer 
jumping into field teams as the 
outsider, never initially know-

ing how I could best support the 
group. Eventually we would find 
our rhythm, working together to 
accomplish the task at hand. We’d 

get to know each other. We’d learn 
how to best support each other. 
People put their faith in me, and I 
did my best to bring all that I had 
to the table. 

I feel incredibly proud of what 
we as a collective were able 
to accomplish. More so, I’m 

incredibly impressed by everyone 
I worked with and so thankful 
to have been able to form con-
nections with such dedicated, 
talented, and inspiring people. 
Science is a hugely collaborative 
effort -- it takes a village. Thanks 
to this fantastic opportunity, I feel 
as though I’m part of that village 
now and ready to take on the next 
challenge -- together. 
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I am thrilled to say that I was able 
to secure a position with the 
University of the Virgin Island’s 

Center for Marine and Environ-
mental Studies shortly after 
completing my internship. I will be 
working as a coral disease treat-
ment specialist in Virgin Islands 
National Park, focusing primar-
ily on SCTLD disease treatment. 
Being selected for this position is 
just one example of how life-al-
tering the OWUSS/NPS internship 
has already been for me – for it 
was the work that I did during my 
internship and the connections I 

made along the way that I believe 
helped me land the job. 

This experience has given 
me invaluable experiences, 
life lessons, and most of 

all, confidence in myself. From the 
beginning, people who I have the 
utmost respect for expressed their 
belief in me when I didn’t neces-
sarily believe in myself. The im-
pact that has had on me is impos-
sible to adequately express. Now, 
I feel more capable and prepared 
than ever to continue pursuing my 
passion for marine research and 

science communication. I began 
this internship expecting writing 
to be my primary form of com-
municating underwater science, 
but thanks to the opportunities 
this internship provided, I feel 
like I have the chance to move 
forward with a greater focus on 
photography and compelling vi-
sual storytelling. The possibilities 
seem limitless and it’s thanks to 
everyone who supported me and 
helped make this grand adventure 
happen. To each one of you – I am 
forever grateful. 

What Comes 
Next? 
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What a powerful thing it is to believe 
and to be believed in. To everyone 
who helped make this adventure 

happen and supported me along the 
way -- thank you. 
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